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Thank you for submitting your Water Services Delivery Plan (Plan) for Waitaki District 

Council on 27 August 2025. 

The Department of Internal Affairs (the Department) has assessed your Plan in accordance 

with s 20(1)(b) of the Local Government (Water Services Preliminary Arrangements) Act 

2024 (the Act). The assessment process for your Plan included: 

• a financial and technical assessment, to confirm the Plan meets the financial

sustainability requirements outlined in the Act, and

• a legislative assessment, to ensure that all requirements set out in the Act have been

met.

The assessment was considered by a Panel consisting of senior representatives from 

National Infrastructure Funding and Financing Limited, the Local Government Funding 

Agency, the Commerce Commission, the Water Services Authority, and the Department of 

Internal Affairs. The Panel also included an external observer, whose role was to ensure the 

integrity and consistency of the Panel discussion. The Panel was chaired by the 

Department's Executive Director Water Services Reform Programme. 

Conflict of interest assessments were undertaken for all individuals involved in the 

assessment process. 

After considering the Department's assessment and the Executive Director's 

recommendations, I am not satisfied that your Plan complies with the Act. The reason for 

my decision is that I am not satisfied the Plan includes an assessment of the current 

condition, lifespan and value of the drinking water, wastewater and stormwater networks as 

required under Section 13(1)(h) of the Act. 

In particular, I note that your Plan did not include any grading information for your drinking 

water or stormwater networks. Whilst 25% of the wastewater network has been graded, 

the Plan states that a lot of the existing information (CCTV etc) is now dated, with recent 

inspections indicating a general deterioration of the network condition over the last two 

decades, along with high inflow and infiltration levels in many of the schemes. 






