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will be held on: 
Date: Tuesday, 12 March 2024  
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1 APOLOGIES 

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

3 PUBLIC FORUM - NOT HELD AT AN ADDITIONAL COUNCIL MEETING
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4 DECISION REPORTS 

4.1 REVENUE AND FINANCING POLICY DECISIONS 

Author: Paul Hope, Acting Assets Group Manager 
Authoriser: Alex Parmley, Chief Executive    
Attachments: 1. Revenue and Financing Policy Matters   

2. Rates Remissions and Other Matters    
 
 
 

  

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 
1 Approves for consultation the proposed new or amendments to funding arrangements for 

the following activities: 
a. Waitaki Sports and Event Centre 
b. Public Contaminated Sites Remediation  
c. Backflow Prevention  
d. Ōamaru Business Rate  
e. Roading Differentials 
f. Community Development 
g. Ōamaru Airport  
h. Ōamaru Urban Area;  and 

 
2 Approves for consultation the proposed new or amended remissions policies for: 

a. Social, Community, and Affordable Housing 
 b. Small Dwellings;  and 

4. Notes that officers will prepare amended versions of the following for approval at the 
26 March 2024 Council Meeting: 
a. Draft Revenue and Financing Statement of Proposal; and 
b. Draft 2024 Revenue and Financing Policy for consultation, and the supporting 

documents as follows: 
(i) Draft 2024 Rating Policy; and the 
(ii) Draft 2024 Funding Needs Analysis. 

 
 
 
DECISION OBJECTIVE 
Under the Local Government Act 2002, Council must adopt certain policies prior to adoption of an 
Annual Plan or Long Term Plan.  Those policies include the Revenue and Financing Policy. The 
purpose of this decision report is to seek Council’s approval to potential changes to this policy to 
be consulted on in parallel with the Draft Annual Plan Consultation Document. 
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SUMMARY 
Council is required to develop and adopt a Revenue and Financing Policy. This needs to be 
adopted prior to the setting of rates for the subsequent financial year. This is a key part of the 
revenue and rate setting process. Several non-significant options to potentially amend the Policy 
have been developed.  Decisions need to be made on which, if any, changes are supported.  Once 
these decisions are made, they will be reflected in the Statement of Proposal and supporting 
documents for consultation with the community. 
 
DECISION-MAKING EXPECTATIONS 
Governance Decision-Making: Approval of the recommendations. 

Operational Decision-Making: Make any changes to policies and supporting 
documents as recommended by Council. 
Prepare documentation to allow the 
consultation to be available online and in hard 
copy, and for submissions to be received 
online or in hard copy. 

Communications Media Releases – contributed to by officers 
and Elected Members 
Media/public enquiries regarding governance 
decision-making topics above can be 
addressed by governance 
Media/public enquiries regarding operational 
decision-making topics above can be 
addressed by officers 

 
SUMMARY OF DECISION-MAKING CRITERIA 

 No/Moderate/Key  No/Moderate/Key 
Policy/Plan  Key Environmental Considerations No 
Legal  Moderate Cultural Considerations No 
Significance  No Social Considerations No 
Financial Criteria Moderate Economic Considerations No 
Community Views No Community Board Views No 
Consultation No Publicity and Communication No 

 

BACKGROUND 
Council is required to have a number of funding and financial policies. These are stated in 
section 102 of the Local Government Act 2002 (LGA), as follows: 

• Revenue and financing 

• Liability management 

• Investment 

• Development contributions  

• Remission and postponement of rates on Māori freehold land. 
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In addition, Councils may have the following policies in place: 

• Rates remission 

• Rates postponement. 

 
Only the statutory minimum requirements are included in the Revenue and Financing Policy (RFP). 
All other matters are included in various documents and schedules that help explain the content 
and scope of the decisions made. This approach was adopted to make the funding and rate setting 
process simpler and more robust. 
The documents have been reviewed and various areas have been identified as needing 
discussion. Options and alternatives have been developed for consideration and potential 
amendment. These are set out in the various attachments to this report and are summarised 
below. Council is now required to finalise a position on each of these matters. Decisions at this 
meeting will then be presented in updated documents for adoption prior to consultation. 
 
Summary of Recommended Changes 
(a) Revenue and Financing Policy –  
The issues, discussion, options, and recommended changes are set out in Attachment 1. These 
support the following recommendations: 
Waitaki Sports and Events Centre Fund at the ward level based on a 3:2:1:1 ratio (Ōamaru: 
Corriedale: Waihemo: Ahuriri). 
 
Public Contaminated Sites Remediation Add into Closed Landfill Funding Needs Analysis. 
 
Whalan Lodge Grant  Based on local benefit, fund 50% Kurow and 50% Ahuriri.  
 
Backflow Prevention Targeted Rate based on the level of service provided.  
 
Ōamaru Business Rate (including rating areas) Reduce funding for specific activities to 5% 
and republish maps.  
 
Roading Differentials  Items to be funded are expanded to include minor safety, environmental, 
and social impact mitigation measures.  
 
Community Development Funding mix to be updated to match current levels being achieved.  
 
Ōamaru Airport Funding mix to be updated to match current levels being achieved.  
 
Ōamaru Urban Area Rating area to be disestablished and all matters transferred to the Ōamaru 
Ward Rate  
 
Water and Sewer Rating Defer until Long Term Plan  
 
Waste Minimisation and Recycling Defer until Long Term Plan   
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(b)  Rates Remissions –  
The issues, discussion, options, and recommended changes are set out in Attachment 2. These 
support the following recommendations: 
Social, Community, and Affordable Rental Housing 50% rate remission when certain criteria are 

met. 
Small Dwellings A rate remission when certain criteria are 

met to encourage the use and development 
of certain property types. 

 

SUMMARY OF OPTIONS CONSIDERED 
Option 1 – As per Recommendation above, with any agreed amendments made at the meeting.  

(Recommended) 
Option 2 – Council decides to select and consult on only some of the changes. 
Option 3 – Council rejects the proposed changes as it considers the current Revenue and 

Financing Policy fit for purpose. 
 

ASSESSMENT OF PREFERRED OPTION 
Option 1 is the preferred option. Under Option 1, officers can make any necessary amendments 
and have drafts available for adoption prior to the start of the consultation process. This option 
recognises that it is a draft and must be consulted on pursuant to the requirements of s82 of the 
LGA. 
This process is required to be conducted separately from the Annual Plan consultation process. 
Option 2 is a reasonable alternative to Option 1.   It should be selected if Council is not comfortable 
with any individual proposal or the cumulative effect of the changes. 
Option 3 is a continuation of the status quo.  Where no one is affected by change, such as the 
removal of redundant items as set out in the LGA, no consultation is required. 
 

CONCLUSION 
As indicated in the report, under section 102 of the Local Government Act, Council must at all times 
have various funding and financial policies in place.  
The options set out in this report represent a series of possible amendments and adjustments that 
are being considered because they will make the Revenue and Financing Policy more fit for 
purpose.   
 

NEXT STEPS 
The Statement of Proposal reflecting the decisions made at this meeting will be considered at the 
26 March 2024 Council Meeting.  The report to that meeting will also set out the proposed 
engagement process. 
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ADDITIONAL DECISION-MAKING CONSIDERATIONS 

Outcomes 
Prosperous District 

• Attractive to new opportunities 
• Supporting local businesses 
• Fostering a diverse and resilient economy 

 
Strong Communities 

• Enabling safe, healthy communities 
• Connected, inclusive communities 
• Promoting a greater voice for Waitaki 
• Celebrating our community identity 

 
Quality Services 

• Robust core infrastructure and services 
• Community facilities and services we are proud of 

 
Valued environment 

• Protecting our diverse landscapes and water bodies 
• Meeting environmental and climate change challenges 

 
 

Policy and Plan Considerations 
The matters set out in this report will inform the amendment of the Revenue and Financing Policy 
which in turn will form part of the development of the Annual Plan. 

Community Views 
This matter will be covered in the agenda report to the 26 March 2024 Council Meeting. 

Legal Considerations 
Once Council has made decisions on the above matters, they will go through a legal review to ensure 
compliance and clarity pursuant to the requirements of the Local Government Act 2002 and the Local 
Government Rating Act 2002 

Publicity and Community Considerations 
This matter will be covered in the agenda report to the 26 March 2024 Council Meeting. 
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