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The Waitaki District Plan definition of indigenous vegetation is: Indigenous vegetation 

means a plant community in which species indigenous to that part of New Zealand are 

important in terms of coverage, structure and/or species diversity. For these purposes, 

coverage by indigenous species or number of indigenous species shall exceed 30% of the 

total area or total number of species present, where structural dominance is not attained. 

Where structural dominance occurs (that is indigenous species are in the tallest stratum and 

are visually conspicuous) coverage by indigenous species shall exceed 20% of the total 

area 1. 



Where structural dominance occurs (that is indigenous species are in the 
tallest stratum and are visually conspicuous) coverage by indigenous species shall exceed 
20% of the total area  conflicts with the first criterion, where 30 % cover is used where 
structural dominance is not attained .   

number of indigenous species shall exceed 30%  of the 
total number of species present  is similarly far lower than the 66% threshold derived from a 
three way classification. 

There is a further problem.  This criterion can conflict with the structural dominance /cover 
criteria if it is applied independently from them (Table 1).    

Table 1.  Application of District Plan Vegetation Classification Criteria 
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Q1 Select the chapter you want to provide feedback on
Natural Features and Landscapes

Q2 In general, to what extent do you support the contents of this chapter?
Strongly oppose

Q3 Objective/Policy/Rule/Standard reference:
We strongly oppose the change in change from rural scenic to outstanding NL on ground that has been
farmed and developed over the last 150 years.

Q4 Feedback/Comments

We require a onsite meeting with the planning manager please

Q5 Objective/Policy/Rule/Standard reference:

Q6 Feedback/Comments

Q7 Objective/Policy/Rule/Standard reference:

Q8 Feedback/Comments

Q9 Objective/Policy/Rule/Standard reference:

Q1
0

Feedback/Comments

Q1
1

supporting documents?

  0

Q1
2

If you need more space, or have any other general comments, please leave them here
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