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To meet the complex and changing future demands the Council needs to create a District 

Plan that creates an equitable, sustainable, and livable community. 

 

This submission does not address individual sections but recommends that the Council 

applies the principles of the twenty-minute neighborhood as a starting point to develop a 

people centric plan.  This will allow the development of thriving neighborhoods and 

contribute to meeting sustainability goals. 

 

The 20-minute neighborhood is all about ‘living locally’—giving people the ability to meet 

most of their daily needs within a 20-minute return walk from home, with access to safe 

cycling and local transport optionsi. 

 

A twenty-minute neighborhood has: - 

• Safe accessible footpaths separated cycling lanes that create opportunities for 

physical activity and access to public transport. 

• Local schools and lifelong learning opportunities, health and social services, 

employment opportunities. 

• A range of affordable, accessible housing types suitable for all ages and stages.  

• High quality public green spaces, including: - 

o Streets that are well planted with places to sit and rest. 

o Parks and playgrounds the are accessible and attractive to people of all ages. 

o Community Gardens 

• Sports and recreation services that are accessible, that provide a variety of activities 

and cater for spectators.  

 

Figure one (see following page) summarises the features of a twenty-minute neighbourhood. 

  



 

 

 

Figure one. Features of a 2 -Minute Neighbourhood1. 

 

To achieve this, we recommend that the Council 

• Set high level goals based on the twenty minute neighbourhood for each section of the 

plan. 

• Address inclusion/equity in all community engagement 

• Ensure inclusion/accessibility is included, from concept designs, and that plans are 

reviewed at all stages by relevant professionals e.g., transport engineers, Universal 

Design advisors/auditors. 

• Include accessibility audits during development and construction processes. 

 

Further information 

Victoria State Government. Environment, Land Water and Planning. Twenty Minute Neighbourhoods. 

https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/policy-and-strategy/planning-for-melbourne/plan-melbourne/20-

minute-neighbourhoods 

BRANZ. Towards the 20-munute City. Mackness White and Barrett. 

https://www.buildmagazine.org.nz/index.php/articles/show/towards-the-20-minute-city 

 

WSP. The 20 min City in Aotearoa. Kidd. 

https://www.wsp.com/en-nz/insights/the-20-min-city-in-aotearoa 

https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/policy-and-strategy/planning-for-melbourne/plan-melbourne/20-minute-neighbourhoods
https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/policy-and-strategy/planning-for-melbourne/plan-melbourne/20-minute-neighbourhoods
https://www.buildmagazine.org.nz/index.php/articles/show/towards-the-20-minute-city
https://www.wsp.com/en-nz/insights/the-20-min-city-in-aotearoa
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