Natural Hazards (NH)

What are the key issues we
need to think about?

The Waitaki district is vulnerable to a wide range
of natural hazards. These hazards can affect
people, property, infrastructure and the wider
environment. More significantly, natural hazards
can lead to a loss of human life. Therefore, it is
important to recognise these hazards and to
manage activities in order to limit the exposure of
people, property and the environment to risk.

The effects of natural hazards vary in terms of
both their likelihood and consequence. Some
natural hazards may occur relatively frequently
and may damage property, whereas other natural
hazards occur infrequently, but when they do
occur, they pose serious risk to life.

We need to avoid subdivision, use and
development in high hazard areas and protect
people and property from the risks associated
with identified natural hazards.

Updated natural hazards information and
mapping is not provided for in the current District
Plan. This results in a lack of clear and accessible
information about areas that are potentially
vulnerable to natural hazards.

The current District Plan does not contain any
rules relating to the use and development of land
subject to known natural hazards such as land
instability, steep slopes or active fault lines.

Geotechnical matters are not specifically
addressed for earthworks that take place on sites
vulnerable to land instability or located on steep
slopes. This can lead to earthworks that have

the potential to exacerbate the risk from natural
hazards and alter overland flow paths.

What are we suggesting in
the Draft District Plan?

The Draft District Plan manages natural hazards
through policies and rules attached to different
hazards and overlays. The rules vary according
to the type of natural hazard, the risk it poses,
and the sensitivity of the activity proposed. The
mapping of the natural hazard overlays is based
on the best available information at the time of
preparing the Plan.

A flexible risk-based approach has been adopted
to address the risk associated with natural
hazards. Arisk-based approach to natural hazards
balances allowing for people and communities to
use their property and undertake activities, whilst
also limiting the risk of harm to life or significant
assets because of a natural hazard event. The
Draft District Plan also advocates an adaptive
management approach to managing natural
hazards and the effects of climate change.
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Natural hazards are addressed in two chapters;
the Natural Hazards chapter covers non-coastal
hazards and the Coastal Environment chapter
covers coastal hazards. Both chapters take the
same risk-based approach to natural hazards.

The key objective of the chapter is to recognise,
avoid or appropriately manage the risks from
natural hazards, including the effects of climate
change, and their impact on people, property and
the environment.

You can view the draft overlays for natural hazards
and coastal hazards on our website.

Key changes from the
current rules

Flooding is currently the only natural hazard that
is mapped in the Operative District Plan. New
mapping identifies the following natural hazard
areas:

+ Updated flood mapping

+ Moeraki land instability

+ Alluvial fans

+ Liquefaction

+ Surface Fault Rupture
There are new objectives, policies and rules being
recommended for the above natural hazard
layers.

The new chapter also includes provisions for
activities in relation to wildfire risk.

You can view the full draft chapter
on our website

visit www.waitaki.govt.nz/
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Summary of the new
rules being considered

Permitted Activities that would
not require a resource consent:

* Flood tolerant activities in all Flood
Assessment Overlays.

+ 10m? of earthworks in the Flood
Assessment Overlays where it meets
the conditions.

+ Buildings, structures and fences
in the Flood Assessment Overlays
where it meets certain conditions,
or is for the maintenance, repair or
alteration of a building

+ Buildings in very low/low risk areas
of the Moeraki Land Instability
Overlay where a geotechnical report
confirms slope stability.

« Earthworks under the threshold
allowances within the very low/
low risk areas of the Moeraki Land
Instability Overlay.

+ Woodlots and shelterbelts no wider
than 30m and setback at least 30m
from dwellings etc and adjoining
urban zones.

+ Dwellings or principal buildings that
are setback at least 30m from any
woodlot or shelterbelt.

Activities that would require a
resource consent:

+ Buildings in the moderate/high/very
high risk areas of the Moeraki Land
Instability Overlay.

+ Earthworks in the moderate/high/
very high risk areas of the Moeraki
Land Instability Overlay.

« Critical facilities in the Surface Fault
Rupture Hazard Overlay.

If you have any further questions that
aren’t covered in this document, or on
our website, you can email the Planning
Team at planreview@waitaki.govt.nz or
call the District Plan Review hotline on
03 433 1661 and leave a message.
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